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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 
35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

1. Claims 1-13 and 16-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Hanson (U.S. patent 6,148,346) 

Regarding claims 1 and 18 Hanson discloses: A method comprising: determining if a printing 
device connected to a network has a browsing capability (note wherein the printing device 
browsing capability is determined through the status monitoring object of the printer, note Fig.2, 
item 59) determining that the printing device is a non-management-enabled printing device if the 
printing device does not have the browsing capability (note again, wherein the printing device 
browsing capability is determined through the status monitoring object of the printer, note Fig.2, 
item 59) accessing printing device management content related to the non-management- enabled 
printing device via a client device connected to the non-management-enabled printing device 
(note Fig.3, wherein the printer HDE/Meister is selected from the group of printers, column 5, 
lines 22-32) The printing device management content located on a network site and including 



Application/Control Number: Page 3 

10/725,169 

Art Unit: 2625 

native interfaces for accessing printing device firmware of the non-management- enabled 
printing device in a native language of the non-management-enabled printing device (note Fig. 
81, wherein the menu for printer firmware maintenance is displayed, column 7, lines 34-42) 
providing a user interface related to the printing device management content of the non- 
management-enabled printing device on the client device (note Fig. 3, column 5, lines 22-60) the 
user interface including one or more user-selectable items (note Fig.3, items 61-66) each user- 
selectable item being associated with a printing device management function available in the 
printing device management content of the non- management-enabled printing device (note 
again Fig.3, column 5, line 22 to column 6, line 45) receiving a user selection of at least one 
user-selectable item; and executing the printing device management function associated with the 
user selection (note Figs.3-8, column 5, line 22 to column 6, line 67). 

Regarding claim 2 Hanson discloses: The method as recited in claim 1, wherein if the printing 
device does not have the browsing capability, the executing further comprises communicating 
with the printing device firmware at a low level between the native interfaces and a stub 
located on the non-management-enabled printing device, the stub exposing multiple firmware 
interfaces (note Fig.8I, 86a, column 7, lines 34-41). 

Regarding claim 3 Hanson discloses: The method as recited in claim 1, wherein determining if 
the printing device has the browsing capability includes determining whether the printing device 
includes an embedded web server (note wherein the printing device browsing capability is 
determined through the status monitoring object of the printer, note Fig.2, item 59). 
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Regarding claim 4 Hanson discloses: The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the printing 
device is directly connected to the network (note Fig.2, where the printer 56 is connected to the 
servers 7 and host computer system 10 through the network). 

Regarding claim 5 Hanson discloses: The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the printing 
device is indirectly connected to the network (note Fig.2 1 where the printer 56 is connected to 
the server 57 and host computer system 10 through the network). 

Regarding claim 6 Hanson discloses: The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the network site 
is an Internet site (note column 8, lines 1-15). 

Regarding claim 7 Hanson discloses: The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the printing 
device management function further comprises a function that harvests data from the non- 
management-enabled printing device (note Fig.3-8, where the host would access the printer to 
retrieve data manipulate data, note column 5 line 22 to column 7, line 25). 
Regarding claim 8 Hanson discloses: The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the printing 
device 

management function further comprises a function that modifies printing device settings of the 
non-management-enabled printing device (note Figs.3-8, where the menu keys are selected by 
the user to modify or manipulate the functions of the printer). 

Regarding claim 9 Hanson discloses: The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the printing 
device management function further comprises a function that transfers printing device software 
to the non-management-enabled printing device (note Fig. 81, item 86a, where the firmware was 
updated for the printer). 
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Regarding claim 10 Hanson discloses: The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the network 
site further comprises a network site maintained by a manufacturer of the non-management- 
enabled printing device (note column 3, lines 15-30). 

Regarding claim 11 Hanson discloses: The method as recited in claim 1, wherein: the printing 
device is a first printing device; and the method is repeated for a second printing device 
connected to the network connected to the network (note Fig.2 items 56 and 55, and note Fig.5, 
where the printers are set up as the same process could be executed). 

Regarding claim 12 Hanson discloses: A system, comprising: a client device (note Fig.2, item 
10 the host compute) a printing device group (note Fig.5, printers available in the LAN, also note 
Fig.3, item 62 the list or available printers) and a printing device management component (note 
Fig.2, items 52, 54 and 59) configured to: access one of multiple printing devices in the printing : 
device group (note Fig.3, wherein the printer HDE/Meister is selected from the group of printers, 
column 5, lines 22-32) identify a model of the printing device (note Fig.5, wherein the printer's 
name and model were identified, such as printer name = HDE/Meister, Manufacturer/ Model: 
Ricoh C4FM) locate a set of printing device native interfaces for accessing firmware of the 
printing device in a native language of the printing device (note Fig. 81, wherein the menu for 
printer firmware maintenance is displayed, column 7, lines 34-42) and communicate with the 
printing device to execute a printing device management application with the printing device 
(note Fig.6, items 61-66, which user uses to access the management content of the printer 
HDE/Meister, column 5, lines 22-32) wherein, if the printing device does not have a browsing 
capability that the printing the printing device is determined a non-management-enabled printing 
device (note wherein the printing device is browsing capability is determined through the status 
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monitoring object of the printer, note Fig.2, item 59) the printing device management component 
is provided on the client device (note Fig. 6, items 61-66, which user uses to access the 
management content of the printer HDE/Meister, column 5, lines 22-32) the client device is 
configured to obtain printing device management content including the printing device native 
interfaces from a network site (note Fig. 81, wherein the menu for printer firmware maintenance 
is displayed, column 7, lines 34-42) and the client device is configured to display a user interface 
for management of the non-management-enabled printing device (note Figs. 3-8, column 5, line 
23 to column 6, line 67). 

Regarding claim 13 Hanson discloses: The system as recited in claim 12, wherein the 
network site is a network site maintained by a manufacturer of the printing device (note 8H, 
column 7, lines 25-33). 

Regarding claim 16 Hanson discloses: The system as recited in claim 12, wherein the 
printing device management component is further configured to communicate with the 
printing device via a stub located on the printing device, the stub exposes low level firmware 
interfaces for the printing device (note Fig8I, item 86a, wherein the firmware interface is 
displayed for the user to manipulate, column 7, lines 34-31). 

Regarding claim 17 Hanson discloses: The system as recited in claim 12, wherein the printing 
device management component is further configured to access at least one other printing device 
of the printing device group to execute the printing device management application with the 
other printing device (note Fig. 5, where the list of the printers in the network is displayed for the 
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user, or Fig.3, item 62, where the available printers are listed for the user to chose from, and just 
the example any printer could be manipulated as printer HDE/Meister). 

Regarding claim 19 Hanson discloses: The one or more computer-readable media as recited in 
claim 18, wherein the determining step further comprises referencing a list that includes printing 
device model numbers and, if the list contains a model number of the printing device, 
determining that the printing device is management-enabled (note Figs. 3-8, where the list of the 
printers are displayed and then based on the list the printer is modified). 

Regarding claim 20 Hanson discloses: The one or more computer-readable media as recited in 
claim 18, wherein the determining step further comprises attempting to locate a browser in the 
printing device and, if a browser is found, determining that the printing device is management- 
enabled (note Figs.8D, F and H, where the user URLs would require a browser to be resident in 
the printer). 

Regarding claim 21 Hanson discloses: The one or more computer-readable media as recited in 
claim 1 8, wherein 

the determining step further comprises attempting to locate one or more software files 
exclusively related to a browser and, if found, determining that the printing device is 
management-enabled (note Figs~8D, F and H, where the user URLs would require a browser to 
be resident in the printer). 

Regarding claim 22 Hanson discloses: The one or more computer-readable media as recited in 
claim 18, wherein the facilitating step further comprises receiving user input for the printing 
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device and displaying user outpm generated by the priming device (note Figs.3-8, where the user 
would be able to detect the primer data and modify the printer functions). 

Regarding claim 23 Hanson discloses: The one or more computer-readable media as recited in 
claim 18, wherein the accessing printing device management comem step further comprises 
accessing priming device managemem content on a web site (note Fig.SD, F and H, column 6, 
line 30 to column 7, line 34). 

Regarding claim 24 Hanson discloses: The one or more computer-readable media as recited in 
claim 23, wherein the web site is a web site maintained by a manufacturer of the printing device 
(note column 3, lines 15-30). 

Regarding claim 25 Hanson discloses: The one or more computer-readable media as recited in 
claim 18, wherein the communicating step further comprises communicating with a stub located 
on the printing device, the stub exposing the printing device native interfaces (note Fig. 81, item 
86a, column 7, liens 34-4!). 

Regarding claim 26 Hanson discloses: The one or more computer-readable media as recited in 
claim 18, wherein the communicating step further comprises utilizing one or more native 
interfaces that are proprietary to a manufacturer of the printing device (note column 3, lines 15- 
30). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 15-16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 

and any intervening claims. 
Conclusion 

2. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Saeid Ebrahimi-dehKordy whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7462. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri,8:00am-6:00pm. 



Application/Control Number: Page 10 

10/725,169 

Art Unit: 2625 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on 571-272-7437. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 

like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Saeid Ebrahimi 

Patent Examiner 
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